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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) in view of Rosen (Pub. # 20030048473) and Microsoft's 
How to Use Windows XP to Share a Printer with Others on Your Network (referred 
hereafter as Microsoft). 

Regarding claim 1, Schacht (Pub. #20030051011) discloses a system for 
installing on a user's host device (a computer workstation, See Figure 2, Element 204) 
connected to a network (See Figure 2, Element 206; Page 2, Paragraph 0024), a printer 
driver for a printer of a particular type (either a single-function device or a multifunction 
printer, See Figure 2, Element 202; Page 2, Paragraph 0025) within a network (See 
Figure 2; Page 2, Paragraph 0024). The user's host device includes a user interface 
(Microsoft Windows or similar operating system, See Page 1, Paragraph 0004) and a 
web browser for accessing the network (See Page 2, Paragraph 0028) and locating a 
desired printer on the network (entering the IP address of the desired printer, See Page 
2, Paragraph 0028). The desired printer includes a web server (printer web server, See 
Figure 3) for accessing the network and for generating and displaying a web page in the 
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user interface (See Page 2, Paragraph 0029). The web page includes a link for 
accessing an installer (a hypertext link is displayed on the computer workstation, See 
Page 2, Paragraph 0029). The printer driver is for a printer of a particular type (the web 
server supplies the driver for the printer device, See Page 2, Paragraph 0025 and 
Paragraph 0030). The desired printer also stores the desired printer's unique 
identification on the user's host device (once the user knows its unique information, IP 
address, the user is able to enter the information into the web browser so that the host 
device stores the unique identification information of the printer, See Page 2, Paragraph 
0028). After responding to the stored information, the web server activates an installer 
(embodied within a printer web server, See Figure 3, Element 302) to supply the printer 
driver software to the user's host device (See Page 2, Paragraph 0029) and also map 
the desired printer on the user's host device in order to enable print jobs to be sent from 
the host device to the printer (once the printer driver software is stored, the computer 
workstation can then send a print job to the printer, See Page 3, Paragraph 0041). 

Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) does not disclose the desired printer having an 
identifier for uniquely identifying itself on the network, but it would have been obvious to 
include it for identifying the IP address of the printer. By having an IP address, which is 
specifically associated with the desired printer, it allows a user to connect, communicate 
and submit print jobs to it through the network. Thus, an identifier allows a printer to be 
recognized by its IP address so that a user is able to connect to it. 
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Schacht (Pub. # 20030051 01 1 ) also does not disclose that the network includes 
at least two printers of a particular type nor having the desired printer's unique 
identification unknown to the user and the user's host device initially. 

Rosen (Pub. # 20030048473) discloses that two printers (See Figure 4, Elements 
402 and 404) are connected within a network. 

Microsoft discloses that the user is able to able to find a printer on the network by 
doing a complete search and once the results are displayed, select the desired printer 
to connect without the user or the user's host device initially knowing the unique 
identification of the printer (See Pages 3-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention by the applicant to have multiple printers disclosed by Rosen (Pub. # 
20030048473), and be able to search for them and other printers on the network as 
disclosed by Microsoft and incorporate it into the system of Schacht (Pub. # 
2003005101 1) because having more that one printer connected in a network allows a 
user to select a printer if a printer is busy, has an error, cannot complete the print job or 
has more features, such as stapling or sorting, that can handle the tasks of the 
requested print job. Also by allowing a user to search for multiple printers on a network, 
which are initially unknown to both the user and the computer, the user is able to find a 
desired printer, connect to it and apply the proper printer driver without having to know 
the unique identification information (IP address) in order to use the selected printer. 
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Regarding claim 2, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses the printer has an 
IP address included within the unique identification so a networked computer can 
access it (See Page 2, Paragraph 0025). 

Regarding claim 3, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses the printer has an 
IP address included within the unique identification (See Page 2, Paragraph 0025). 
Since the IP address uniquely identifies the printer, it is inherent that the printer's name 
would be included also because the computer user would need to know the IP address 
along with the printer's name within the network in order to connect and print to it 
correctly. 

Regarding claim 4, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses the identifier, such 
as the computer's operating system, loads a web browser and accesses the printer via 
the network address (See Page 3, Paragraph 0039). Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) 
does not explicitly state that a web browser cookie is stored onto the computer as a 
result of the printer device being identified. Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) does 
disclose the web browser is used to reach the printer. Web browsers use cookies, 
which have web site as well as personally identifiable information stored in a text file on 
a computer. It is known to those of ordinary skill in the art and inherent in computer 
networks that when a browser contacts a designated web site, a cookie is created 
containing the network address information in the temporary internet files of the host 
computer. Thus, it is inherent that the device of Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) makes 
and stores a cookie after the network, or IP, address of the printer is contacted. 
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Regarding claim 5, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses the printer driver 
software can be located within the printer, such as the printer memory (See Figure 3, 
Element 306) itself on the network when the computer requests to download the 
software from the hypertext link (See Page 2, Paragraph 0029-0030). Schacht (Pub. # 
2003005101 1) does not explicitly state that a web browser cookie is stored onto the 
computer as a result of the printer device being identified. Schacht (Pub. # 
2003005101 1) does disclose the web browser is used to reach the printer. Web 
browsers use cookies, which have web site as well as personally identifiable information 
stored in a text file on a computer. It is known to those of ordinary skill in the art and 
inherent in computer networks that when a browser contacts a designated web site, a 
cookie is created containing the network address information in the temporary internet 
files of the host computer. Thus, it is inherent that the device of Schacht (Pub. # 
20030051011) makes and stores a cookie after the network, or IP, address of the 
printer is contacted. 

Regarding claim 6, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses that the printer 
driver can be received another location within the network, such as an external server, 
to supply updated printer driver software to the computer workstation (See Page 3, 
Paragraph 0042). Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) does not explicitly state that a web 
browser cookie is stored onto the computer as a result of the printer device being 
identified. Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) does disclose the web browser is used to 
reach the printer. Web browsers use cookies, which have web site as well as 
personally identifiable information stored in a text file on a computer. It is known to 
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those of ordinary skill in the art and inherent in computer networks that when a browser 
contacts a designated web site, a cookie is created containing the network address 
information in the temporary internet files of the host computer. Thus, it is inherent that 
the device of Schacht (Pub. # 2003005101 1) makes and stores a cookie after the 
network, or IP, address of the printer is contacted. 

Regarding claim 7, Schacht (Pub. # 20030051011) discloses the host computer, 
or computer workstation (See Figure 2, Element 204), can comprise of a personal 
computer such as a desktop or laptop computer (See Page 2, Paragraph 0027). 

Regarding claims 8-11, the rationale provided in the rejection of claims 1-3 and 7 
are incorporated herein respectively. In addition the system of claims 1-3 and 7 
corresponds to the method of claims 8-11 and provides the steps disclosed herein, 
respectively. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues that the prior art does not contain an identifier that uniquely 
identifies the desired printer and stores it on the user's host device. Even though the 
prior art of Schacht does not disclose the printer having an identifier, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for it to be included within the printer. An IP 
address is used to identify a printer on the network so that a user is able to connect, 
communicate and submit print jobs to it. Thus, an identifier allows a printer to be 
recognized through its IP address so that a user is able to connect to it. Also, by 
applying Microsoft's How to Use Windows XP to Share a Printer with Others on Your 
Network (referred hereafter as Microsoft), a user is able to search for a printer in a 
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connected network and select the desired printer to connect (See pages 3-4). So, by 
incorporating that teaching into Schacht, once the user selects the desired printer, a 
printer driver can be installed on the user's host device (See Page 5, Paragraph 0029) 
and as a result, the user is able to use the printer to output documents. Therefore, the 
combination of Microsoft, along with Rosen for having multiple printers on the network, 
and Schacht, the prior art meets the claimed limitation. 

Based on these results and also not addressing all the limitations previously, this 
action is made NON-FINAL. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent M. Rudolph whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8243. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 A.M. - 
4:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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